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Phrases in Irish
Happy St. Patrick’s Day
“Lá Fhéile Pádraig sona duit” pronounced
like “Law fay leh Paw-drig suna ghit”

Cheers
“sláinte” pronounced like
“slawn-che”

A hundred thousand welcomes
“Céad míle fáilte”” pronounced like
“Kay-od mee-leh foyle-cha!

Green
“Glas” pronounced like “gloss”

How are you?
Conas atá tú? pronounced like
“Kun-ass ah-taw too?”

Cover photography of Lynagh Irish Dancing and Brisbane Pipe Band.
© Matt Lonergan Photography.
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Message from the President
of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Association Incorporated
GAVIN ROCHE

On behalf of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade Incorporated, welcome to the 11th
Brisbane Irish Festival.
After a 1000-day absence, Brisbane’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade is back.
COVID got in the way of our 2020 and 2021 events and, seeing the parade return after three years, is a fitting
way to bring some much-needed cheer to the city.
As I write this, South East Queensland is experiencing its worst floods since 2011. Our hearts go out to
those affected, and we commend the courage of the emergency workers during this time. Over the past
two years, many people have experienced difficulty during the pandemic, the 2020 bushfires, and this
year’s floods. It has been a long road and it is more important than ever we say an extra special Thank you,
with the parade’s theme recognising the magnificent contribution of frontline workers.
Beyond the parade, this year’s Brisbane Irish Festival kicks off with the fabulous Charity Ball at Victoria
Park in aid of the Irish Australian Support Association of Queensland on Saturday 5th March.
Sadly, we’ve lost a couple of events from the 2022 festival calendar, including the Family Festival at Willawong
and the Queensland Irish Choir performance. Hopefully we will see these events return at a future Festival.
However, we are thrilled to welcome a new addition to the program. The St. Patrick’s Day Festival at Eagle
Farm Racecourse on Sat 19th March will be a fantastic way to close out the 2022 Brisbane Irish Festival.
Given the momentous nature of the occasion, including the triumphant return of the St. Patrick’s Day
Parade, it’s fitting we should welcome the new Irish Ambassador to Australia His Excellency Tim Mawe to
this year’s festival. It’s tremendous to have the ambassador join us for our 2022 celebrations.
Various committees and organisations have organised this year’s festival events. The festival could not
proceed without the dedication of all the volunteers who donate their time and expertise throughout the yearlong planning process. Our sponsors, Brisbane City Council, Queensland State Government, Dept. of Foreign
Affairs & Trade (Irish Govt.), St. Patrick’s Day Festival at Eagle Farm Racecourse, Irish Murphy’s – Brisbane CBD,
St. Joseph’s College – Gregory Terrace, St. Patrick’s College – Shorncliffe and the program advertisers, all
play a vital and much-appreciated role.
Preparing for the Brisbane Irish Festival takes months of careful planning,
and I’d especially like to thank members of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Committee. They have worked tirelessly to make this year’s festival a
great celebration of Irish culture and Australia’s Irish community.
Go raibh míle maith agaibh,
Gavin Roche
President of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade Association Inc.

www.brisbaneirishfestival.com.au
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MESSAGE FROM THE PREMIER OF QUEENSLAND
On behalf of the Queensland Government, I am delighted to welcome you to the 2022
Brisbane Irish Festival.
This lively annual event provides Queenslanders of Irish ancestry, and those without, the
opportunity to come together to observe St Patrick’s Day and celebrate the rich cultural history
and contributions made by people of Irish descent.
The festival program includes the colourful and highly anticipated St Patrick’s Day Parade,
with origins stretching back to 1885. This year’s parade theme is fittingly ‘Thank you to our
Frontline Workers’, honouring the people working day in and day out at the heart of the
COVID-19 pandemic, supporting the Queensland community.
Events, such as the Brisbane Irish Festival, instil a strong sense of community pride and this
is ever more important as we continue to respond positively to the challenges we have faced
over recent years.
This festival also emphasises Queensland as a multicultural success story, which is something
worth celebrating, with the sunshine State home to people from 220 different countries and
territories who speak more than 180 languages and identify with more than 110 different
religious beliefs.
We are committed to ensuring people of all backgrounds, faiths and cultures in Queensland
are included and respected. This is why the Queensland Government proudly supports the
Brisbane Irish Festival through the Celebrating Multicultural Queensland program.
I would like to thank the St Patrick’s Day Parade Association and partners for staging this
wonderful event.
Best wishes for another exciting, vibrant and COVID safe festival program.

ANNASTACIA PALASZCZUK MP
PREMIER OF QUEENSLAND
MINISTER FOR THE OLYMPICS
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Message from the Ambassador
of Ireland to Australia
HIS EXCELLENCY TIM MAWE

Beannachtaí na Féile Pádraig ar Ghaeil is cairde Gael Brisbane is Queensland.
Guím gach rath agus séan ar gach éinne atá ag ceiliúradh na Féile i mbliana.
No matter where we have been
since 2020, the impact of COVID
has been felt. And continues
to be felt. In Australia, one
of the most severe impacts
has been to hinder our travel
possibilities. Thankfully, many
of the restrictions are easing and
I hope we will soon be able to
find our way to meet loved ones,
to revisit favourite places or to
explore new ones.
As the various lockdowns have
drawn our focus to things that
are close to us – in our town, in
our city, or in our State, there has
been a welcome uptick in local
pride. I see this local pride in the
way in which Irish people have been looking out
for each other and in the renewed interest in the
many Irish organisations across Australia.
However, this engagement with the local does not
fully address the sense of yearning for home – the
sense of cumha that sits with many Irish people
here. Or, as St. Patrick’s fellow Welsh-people have
it – a feeling of hiraeth. There does not seem to be
an exact English translation of this term, but to
Welsh people, it conveys a feeling of deep longing
for something, especially their home.
Hiraeth recalls St. Patrick’s initial days in Ireland.
He spent about 6 years tending to pigs on a hillside
in Antrim. Great must have been his yearning
for home and heartland. For him, in 5th century
Ireland, his exile and lockdown eventually ended,
and he was able to reunite with the place of his
birth before ultimately making Ireland his home.

and I value it very much. I thank all the organisers
of the festival and all the supporters, helpers and
contributors who make the Festival come off the
page and on to the street. I hope that you who are
reading this do not just appreciate their work, but
join in as well.
This year has to be the last one that we celebrate
St. Patrick’s Day within the constraints of COVID.
All the auguries are positive for a better 2022
and beyond. As we wait patiently for that, we
will celebrate St. Patrick’s Day this year to the
maximum possible. We will connect with each
other locally, we will use the technology to connect
with home and starting with the Brisbane festival,
we will seek out and find that other untranslatable
term “the bit of craic”.
Go raibh míle maith agaibh is nár laga sibh.

I am delighted that, despite the current
complications, the Brisbane Irish Festival have
put together a wonderful programme of events
for this year, with the parade at its centre. This
is a fantastic example of Irish community at work
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How well do you know
St Patrick?

1. W
 hat color was originally associated
with St. Patrick?
2. How many leaves does a shamrock
have?
3. According to legend, what animal
did St. Patrick chase out of Ireland?
4. On which day in March is
St. Patrick’s Day celebrated?
5. Which traditional musical
instrument is used as a logo by
Guinness?
6. Which city famously dyes their river
green on St. Patrick’s Day?
7. The capital of Ireland is?
8. Where is St. Patrick’s Mountain?
9. Where in the world was St. Patrick’s
Day first celebrated?
10. Worldwide, how many pints of
Guinness are typically drunk on
St. Patrick’s Day?
11. What 3 colours are on the Irish flag?
12. What should you never do if you
catch a Leprechaun?

PROUD SPONSOR
BRISBANE IRISH FESTIVAL
A CATHOLIC SCHOOL IN THE EDMUND RICE
TRADITION FOR BOYS FROM YEAR 5 TO YEAR 12
www.stpatricks.qld.edu.au

Answers on P24

HOW TO
CONTACT
US
info@iasaq.com.au

THE IRISH AUSTRALIAN SUPPORT
ASSOCATION OF QUEENSLAND
Founded in Brisbane over ten years ago, we support Irish and Irish
Australian families and individuals in time of need or distress.
We operate as a confidential referral and resource organisation.
Our mission is to provide appropriate and valued support to our
community, when needed.
We ensure that the Irish Diaspora:
- feel supported in times of isolation, vulnerability and crisis.
- people of all ages feel connected to their culture and heritage.

0432 087 328

5 Abingdon Street
Brisbane, QLD, 4102

Follow us on
social media
@irishsupportqld

We treat every case with the utmost respect and privacy.
www.brisbaneirishfestival.com.au
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The Irish family who added
to the Australian vernacular
Extraordinary Emigrants: How John Furphy brought water to a dry land
Wed, Dec 8, 2021, Irish Times Newspaper
DR J PATRICK GREENE

Australia is a land of climate extremes. It is the
driest inhabited continent and access to water is
at a premium except, of course, during episodes
of flooding rains. The need to collect water and
deliver it as required provided an opportunity for
a family with roots in Ireland. They were able to
see that wheeled containers filled with water could
provide a way of reviving parched crops and thirsty
animals. In doing so, they also added a new term
to Australia’s vernacular. A “furphy”, which was the
family name, means an unreliable or misleading
statement, and has been of particular use in this
social media age.
John Furphy, an engineering blacksmith, was born
on June 17th, 1842 at Moonee Ponds, Victoria. He
was the eldest son of Samuel Furphy, farmer, and his
wife Judith, née Hare. Furphy’s parents had arrived
from Co Armagh in 1841 as bounty immigrants; his
father was then described as an agricultural servant
and his mother as a dressmaker. John was educated
first by his mother and then at government schools
before doing an apprenticeship. He set up his own
business supplying equipment to farms in central
Victoria. In 1873 he relocated to Shepparton in
Northern Victoria. He added a foundry to the firm’s
blacksmithing and wheelwright activities to extend
the range of agricultural machinery produced by the
company. A water cart was one of the new products
he developed. It answered a pressing need by
farmers to transport water to where it was needed
on a farm.

A Furphy at Jamestown Museum, Australia

The design of the cart was simple yet effective.
Cast iron concave ends were manufactured in the
foundry. A rolled barrel made from galvanized iron
was slipped over the ends and a ring then heated
and slipped over the outside of the barrel to provide
a shrink fit upon cooling. Thus the tank was water
tight. A homily was cast into the ends: Good Better
Best, Never Let It Rest, Until your Good is Better, And
your Better Best. The name “Furphy” was painted on
the sides of the tank in prominent letters.
When the first World War broke out in 1914, Furphy
water carts were used to bring water to Australian
troops in Australia, Europe and the Middle East..
Soldiers would gather round the Furphy to get a drink
and to have a chat, telling jokes and tall stories. That
gave rise to the use of the word Furphy as a rumour
or a false report which continues to the present day.
The two companies, Furphy Foundry and J Furphy
and Sons remain after five generations in family
ownership and continue to produce many products
including watercarts, all of which proudly bear the
name “Furphy” in prominent lettering.
The range of products has expanded considerably.
When Little Creatures started production at its
Geelong brewery, stainless steel fermentation
tanks were supplied by J Furphy and Sons. The
brewery was keen to make a beer with a local
connection to Victoria. The name that was chosen
for the new beer that was added to their repertoire
was “Furphy Refreshing Ale”. Thus the name
brought to Australia from Co Armagh in 1841 lives
on as the name of the foundry, as a word in the
Australian vernacular and a popular beer.

A Furphy hitched to an Australian draught horse.
Photograph: Jamestown Museum
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Credit - Dr J. Patrick Greene CEO and Museum
Director of EPIC The Irish Emigration Museum,
Dublin. First published in the ‘Irish Times Abroad’
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Message from the President
of the Irish Australian Support
Association of Queensland
NICOLA HOLLY

To say that this has been another challenging year for everyone is an understatement. As we faced into a
second year of a global pandemic, the Irish Australian Support Association of Queensland had to rise to
the challenge of the effects of the pandemic on the Irish emigrant community in Queensland. Financial
insecurity, informational needs, isolation and homesickness, and mental health issues were the main
challenges for Irish emigrants. Immigration insecurity was also a major challenge particularly among
temporary workers here. Additional concerning challenges included health vulnerability, homelessness
and domestic violence. Many Irish emigrants experienced multiple challenges simultaneously during
the pandemic and were therefore in need of a variety of supports, such as immigration advice, financial
support and counselling.
During the last year, we have assisted over 700 individuals. While it’s easy to list off figures, it’s also can
also be a bit hollow. Every single one of the people that IASAQ have assisted this year have their own life
stories, and family members either here or at home in Ireland, that at one point were extremely worried
about them. The stress of not being able to travel only added to things and that’s where we stepped in to
assist those people, when the people closest to them couldn’t.
If I could encapsulate the last year for IASAQ in one word, it would be ‘growth.’ Thanks to our staff, Board
and the support of our community, our organisation has grown and developed, taking us to new heights.
As our organization continued to grow, so did the calibre of events we presented. One of the things that
I’m most proud of is that even in a pandemic, we have presented inclusive, meaningful events that have
celebrated what it means to be an Irish immigrant in Australia today.
It’s the people that make IASAQ special, our staff, our Board, and most importantly the people we assist
and the community that supports us. It’s about coming together as individuals, working in collaboration
and upholding the values that this organisation stands for. Those being respect, compassion and a belief
that all people, irrespective of their backgrounds, faith, gender or orientation should be giving support
when they’re at their most vulnerable. I would like to thank all our Board members for the time, effort and
expertise they bring to our organisation. A huge thank you to our outgoing Co-ordinator Paddy Farrelly for
his contributions over the past six years. We are delighted to welcome our new staff members on Board,
Bronagh Farrell and Hazel Malone. I’m sure many of you will meet them throughout the next few weeks. It’s
an exciting time to be part of IASAQ and we look forward to a brilliant series of events during the Brisbane
Irish Festival.
From my own perspective, it has been an incredibly humbling experience
being President of IASAQ. I’m tremendously proud of all we’ve achieved
and have so much hope and excitement for the year ahead. Hopefully
we will all get home to see our loved ones this year, and until that time
the Irish Australian Support Association of Queensland will be here if you
need us.
Go raibh mile maith agaibh.
Nicola Holly
Uachtarán
Irish Australian Support
Association of Queensland

www.brisbaneirishfestival.com.au
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Founded in Brisbane over ten years ag

2022 EVENTS
MARCH 6

Brisbane Irish Festival Charity
Ball in aid of IASAQ
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Founded in Brisbane over ten years ago, we supp
Australian families and individuals in time of need
We operate as a confidential referral and resource
Our mission is to provide appropriate and valued
community, when needed.
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St. Patrick’s Day Parade
10:30am – 11:30am
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THE IRISH AUSTRALIAN SUPPORT
ASSOCATION OF QUEENSLAND
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Always a highlight on the festival calendar, the Brisbane
Irish Festival Charity Ball in aid of IASAQ is a wonderful
night to kick off the festival. The night consists of a
two course meal and a three hour drinks package with
traditional Irish music by Sásta.

IRISH

FE

We ensure that the Irish Diaspora:
- feel supported in times of isolation, vulnerability
- people of all ages feel connected to their culture

We treat every case with the utmost respec

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

Come and celebrate everything Irish for the return of the Brisbane St. Patrick’s
Day Parade. The parade is the highlight of the festival calendar and fun for
the whole family with over 700 participants and 40 floats right in the centre of
Brisbane City. There will be food and markets in the Botanic Gardens before and
after the parade – see page 12 for more info. The last parade was in 2019 so we
can’t wait to paint the town green again this March.

MARCH 12-17
Green Lights

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

To celebrate Saint Patrick’s Day and the Brisbane Irish Festival, various locations
in and around the city will be lit with Green Lights. With more locations lit than
previous years, there are plenty of chances to snap a shot of Brisbane in green.
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MARCH 16
St. Patrick’s Eve Dinner

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

The Queensland Irish Association has hosted a St. Patrick’s Eve Dinner almost
every year since its foundation to herald the celebration of the Patron Saint’s
Feastday. We’ll be back at the wonderful Pullman Hotel again in Brisbane so
ensure you book your spot at this prestigious event.

MARCH 17

Brisbane St. Patrick’s Day Mass
10:00am
SCAN FOR LIVE STREAM

The annual St. Patrick’s Day Mass will be held at 10:00am on Thursday March 17th
at The Cathedral of St Stephen Elizabeth St in the city with celebrant Fr Gerard
McMorrow
QIA St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon after mass from 12pm on 17th – all welcome.
Qld Irish Choir plus other entertainment. Wests Rugby Club, 65 Sylvan Rd,
Toowong. Contact: Mavis Williams (07) 3849 8271 by 10th March for bookings.

MARCH 19

St. Patrick’s Day Festival at
Eagle Farm Racecourse

ALL

AGE

S

SCAN FOR TICKETS

St. Patrick’s Day Festival at Eagle Farm Racecourse celebrates the very best of
Irish culture in Brisbane, including Australia’s best traditional live Irish music
lineup, and Brisbane’s best party DJs across 2 full festival stages at Eagle Farm
Racecourse! Expect a day jam-packed with all things Irish; from Pipe Bands
SAT
URD
to Irish Dance Performers, bars & food trucks, as well as games, rides and
AY,
EAG
attractions for all the family!
19
LE
When buying tickets, use the Brisbane Irish Festival discount code: SPDF-BIF
IR
www.brisbaneirishfestival.com.au
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Message from the President
of The Queensland Irish
Association
JEFF SPENDER

This year we have the opportunity to celebrate in full measure the festivities
that encompass the 11th Brisbane Irish Festival.
Once again the QIA will celebrate the St. Patrick’s Eve
Dinner, at the Pullman Hotel, King George Square,
on Wednesday, 16 March, 2022. The impending
Federal Election will add a little bit of spice to the
evening for our Federal politician guests.
We will be represented at the St. Patrick’s Day Mass
at the Cathedral of St. Stephen.

The Queensland Irish Association, founded in 1898,
is, as Rodney and Robin Sullivan observed in the
2021 Irish Festival Program, “the leading custodian
of Irish culture and heritage in Queensland. Its
Library contains some 200 books in Gaelic, and
a facsimile copy of the Book of Kells. The value
of its heritage collections was recognised by the
National Museum of Australia in its 2011 Exhibition:
Not Just Ned: A History of the Irish in Australia. QIA
contributions included stained-glass doors from
Tara Hall, a memorial harp, and a Pipe Band kilt,
cap and Tara brooch.”
The QIA will take great pride in participating in
this year’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade, after it was
cancelled for the past two years because of Covid.
The QIA, despite Covid, was able to hold St.
Patrick’s Eve Dinners on March 16 in 2020 and 2021,
as it has in almost every year since its foundation
in 1898.
Last year , while many non-QIA events were
cancelled, the QIA welcomed the Governor of
Queensland, the Premier of Queensland ,and the
Ambassador of Ireland, to this Celebration for the
Feast Day of St. Patrick, along with many Members
of the QIA and guests.
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The QIA will stage the St. Patrick’s Day Gathering at
West’s Rugby Club, Sylvan Road, Toowong from 12
noon, with a highlight being some Irish Favourites
from the Queensland Irish Choir, together with an
enthusiastic Sing-a-Long.
The QIA has had an energetic 12 months to date,
including the outright purchase of a first-class
commercial premises in Fortitude Valley, and a
very healthy balance sheet.
We would like to express our thanks to the Saint
Patrick’s Day Parade Committee for their tireless
efforts organising this wonderful event
We will also play our part in making the 2022
Brisbane Irish Festival a great success.
Jeff Spender
President of the Queensland Irish Association

WATCH CLIP
FROM 2021 QIA
ST. PATRICK’S EVE
DINNER

11th Brisbane Irish Festival

Terrace is proud to support the

FORMING GENTLEMEN OF TERRACE
Knowledge | Humility | Wisdom

Home of Brisbane
Irish Dancing.

www.irishmurphys.com.au

Belfast at
the elizabeth picture theatre
SATURDAY
12 MARCH

Celebrating 30 years of excellence,
Scoil Ard Rince offer classes from
Beginner through to Championship
level. Specialised Preschool classes
and Adult program available, 4 great
locations!
Enquire today to begin your Irish
Dancing journey.
Ph: 0410 455 662
E: breedapeirce@gmail.com
www.ardrince.com.au

www.brisbaneirishfestival.com.au

BOOK
NOW

WWW.FIVESTARCINEMAS.COM.AU/THE-ELIZABETH/MOVIE/BELFAST
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St. Patrick’s Day Parade

SATURDAY 12 MARCH 10:30am – 11:30am
Picnic in the Park

Offering food, drinks and crafts from
8:00am to 2:00pm so the craic is to be
had before and after the parade!

LIVE IRISH
MUSIC ON
THE ROTUNDA
FROM
11AM – 2PM

FOOD STALLS AND CRAFTS
KANGAROO AND CURRYWURST
LONDON SPUDS
YUMMI ICECREAMERY
BOYS COFFEE
WAFFLES AND PANCAKES
ICED TEA CO
FLYING THE FLAGS
KIDS STALL- BROOKE TWONEY

RISSOLE BURGERS- WILD RISSOLE
CHURROS -DON CHURROS
FISH AND CHIPS & MALAY CURRY
ARGENTO -CLOTHING
GET FLOSSED SHE WILL MAKE
GREEN FAIRY FLOSS
REFRESHER STATION DRINKS
PIP AND I CANDLES
WILD BEAR SMOKED MEATS

ROLL IT ICECREAM
TWISTY TATOES
Z”FIANORA LEBANESE FOOD
TIMBER AND VERSE
RED GARGOYLE
SAMURAI KITCHEN
SHERPA INDIAN FOOD
THE CHURROS SHACK

The Jan Dooley St. Patrick’s Day
Parade Best Float Award
In 2018 we were excited to announce “The Jan Dooley St. Patrick’s
Day Parade Best Float Award” for the most outstanding float on
show. The‘Queensland Irish Dance Association’ won in 2019, ‘The
QIA Pipe Band’ won in 2018 and we look forward to see who will be
the most outstanding in 2022.

Our 2022 Parade Patrons
The 2022 St. Patrick’s Day Parade patrons are Dr.
Thomas (Tom) Dooley and James Patrick (Jim)
Morrissey. Tom and Jim with Jan Dooley and
others brought about the rebirth of the Brisbane St.
Patrick’s Day Parade in 1989 after a 49 year hiatus.
Over the years they have been a strong advocate and
force within Queensland’s Irish community through
business, sport and celebration.
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Tom Dooley

Jim Morrissey
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Plan before you Park
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www.brisbaneirishfestival.com.au
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Parade Theme: Celebrating
frontline workers
Our Frontline Workers have faced unprecedented challenges over the last
few years, demonstrating incredible strength, determination, and courage.
In honour of their commitment and contribution to keeping Queenslanders
safe, we dedicate our 2022 Saint Patrick’s Day Parade to them.
ELAINE BRADY

While the raging bushfires in the early days of
the new decade may feel like a long time ago,
we acknowledge the brave firefighters, police,
emergency workers, and volunteers who placed
themselves in the path of danger to control
the flames and minimise harm. Even with their
unwavering efforts, the impact of these bushfires
was significant, with over 17 million hectares burnt
across New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland,
the ACT, Western Australia, and South Australia.
Nearly three thousand homes and several thousand
buildings (including businesses, outbuildings,
and houses) were destroyed, and up to a billion
animals and wildlife were affected. Inundated with
injured animals, wildlife volunteers went above and
beyond the call of duty to help our native animals.
With the embers still smoking, a new threat
emerged. As COVID-19 spread throughout the
nation, our healthcare workers were pushed
past the point of exhaustion as they carried
the burden of our nation’s health, at significant
risk to themselves and their families. The Irish
community in Queensland wishes to acknowledge
our emergency workers sacrifice to keep us safe.
These selfless people worked tirelessly, day after
day, month after month, masked, gloved and at
times in full body suits, not knowing what new
challenges the day would bring or when they
would get a reprieve from working under such
challenging conditions.

Just when things were beginning to settle down,
the flood waters rolled in. Our thoughts are with all
those currently impacted by the Brisbane floods.
Thank you to the emergency crews, services and
volunteers out there supporting the community
and leading the recovery efforts.
On this St. Patrick’s Day, all parade participants will
receive a green heart from parade organisers to
wear as a symbol of gratitude and solidarity. This
green heart demonstrates our appreciation for
our frontline workers and the tireless contribution
they make. As you plan your float or parade outfit,
we encourage you to get creative and consider how
you can show your appreciation and honour our
frontline workers.
Come one and come all to join in the parade on the 12
March so we can say a great big Irish “Go raibh maith
agat” to our frontline workers for keeping us safe!
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Show your appreciation by sticking on
a green ‘thank you’ heart that will be
distributed at the parade on 12th March.

11th Brisbane Irish Festival

Voices from the Frontline

DARRAGH HICKEY

JEN CRAIK

ICU and Anaesthetics Registrar
Queensland Health
Trained in Co Cork

Clinical Nurse, Emergency Department
Princess Alexandra Hospital
Trained in Brisbane

It’s been a challenging couple of years! It’s great
to see the Brisbane Irish Festival revving back into
gear this year.

Working in the emergency department
during the pandemic has been an extremely
challenging experience. These challenges have
been characterised by uncertainty, apprehension,
and volatility; from the initial ambiguity regarding
personal protective equipment, to rapidly
changing models of care and staff expectations.
Such conditions, in addition to extreme workloads,
lack of resources (equipment and staffing), and
emergency department overcrowding, have had
a significant impact on the physical and mental
wellbeing of frontline workers.

From a healthcare perspective, COVID-19 has
provided many new challenges, such as managing
the illness itself whilst working in what seems like
a space-suit, dealing with a growing number of
people skeptical of the healthcare we provide, or
managing the cascade of staff shortages caused by
the virus.
However, it hasn’t been all bad – we’ve been
exceptionally lucky to have a place to go every
day, despite lockdowns, where we could see our
colleagues and friends. When I hear the news from
back home, and how difficult it has been, I feel
mixed emotions; grateful to be here, but guilty I
was not there with my friends and family whilst
they struggled through this awful pandemic.
Here’s to 2022, and a return to normality. Happy
Saint St. Patrick’s Day!

www.brisbaneirishfestival.com.au

However, working in such extreme circumstances
has definitely created a sense of comradery among
the healthcare team. We adapted to the situation
together, relied on each other, and we are stronger
for it. Additionally, being able to go to work and
be among colleagues and friends when others
were in lockdown was a real privilege and one I am
grateful for.
The recognition and support from the general
public has also been amazing. Acknowledgements,
generosity, and dedications to healthcare workers,
such as the St. Patrick’s Day parade, really do keep
us going in the hardest of times.
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160th Anniversary of
the Erin-go-Bragh
August 2, 2022 will mark the 160th Anniversary of
the arrival of the Erin-go-Bragh into Moreton Bay
after its difficult journey from Ireland.
MIKE NAYLER

The Erin-go-Bragh was the first ship to carry mainly
Irish immigrants to start a new life in Queensland.
Many of the families on board had been evicted by
Lord Digby from the Barony of Geashill, outside
Tullamore, Co. Offaly. Lord Digby’s eviction of
these poor families caused a scandal in the Irish
press and parliament at the time.
Fr Patrick Dunne, from
the nearby Tullamore
parish had spent time
on the Australian gold
fields and worked with
Bishop James Quinn
and the Queensland
Immigration Society to
arrange passage and
land orders to both assist
these evicted families
and bolster the number of Catholic immigrants
into Queensland. The Erin-go-Bragh was the first
of many ships which helped to build a strong Irish
Catholic community. At the time, the local Brisbane
press said that Bishop Quinn was trying to create
“Quinnsland” through Irish Catholic immigration.
In 1861, Fr Dunne toured the towns and villages
around Tullamore to encourage dispossessed
families to emigrate to Australia for a better life.
Fr Dunne arranged for a special train from
Tullamore to take around 400 emigrants to meet
the Erin-go-Bragh in Cobh for its departure on
February 7, 1862. Fr Dunne accompanied the
families on their journey to Australia.

Battling strong headwinds and a leaking hull, the
Erin-go-Bragh took six months to make the journey
from Cobh to Brisbane. This was twice the time
of the usual 3 month journey and her frustrated
passengers nicknamed her the “Erin-go-Slow”.
Sadly, 54 passengers (including 41 children) died
mainly from communicable diseases on their
journey. The death rate on the Erin-go-Bragh was
nearly 7 ½ times the average for such a journey.
Given the prevalence of disease, the Erin-go-Bragh
has the unenviable record of being the first ship to
be quarantined at St Helena Island.
The Erin-go-Bragh’s descendants include many
well know Australians, but perhaps the best
known are Patrick Rafter, past international tennis
player and footballer Clare Polkinghorne who is
the 3rd most capped Australian footballer, male
or female across all football codes. Other notable
descendants include Captain John Burke, Denver
Beanland, Bishop Cuskelly and Mick Veivers.
In August 2022, the Erin-go-Bragh’s descendants
will gather to commemorate the 160th Anniversary
of her arrival into Brisbane.
Any descendants or anyone else interested in
learning more about the Erin-go-Bragh’s story
or upcoming events can join the Erin-go-Bragh’s
Facebook page – @eringobragh1862 or Instagram
page - @erin_go_bragh_1862.

A number of stories have survived from the Eringo-Bragh’s journey including a happy tale from St.
Patrick’s Day when a new born baby was presented
to Fr Dunne for Baptism. Being St. Patrick’s Day, Fr
Dunne announced that naturally the infant would
take the name Patrick in honour of St Patrick. The
day after the Baptism, the parents let Fr Dunne
know that Patrick was in fact a girl and she was
renamed Mary Patrick.
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AMBROSE TREACY
COLLEGE

A Catholic
School for boys
Years 4-12

INDOOROOPILLY
At ATC we provide an exciting learning environment led by experienced
teachers who appreciate the boys’ energy, humour and imagination.
We work hard to create a school that is challenging, yet friendly;
demanding, yet supportive; and serious in purpose yet playful in spirit.
Join us for a College Tour to find out more about the Ambrose Treacy life.
Register online: www.atc.qld.edu.au

We are ATC

For enrolment enquiries, call 07 3878 0505 or email enrolments@atc.qld.edu.au

Available at

and other independent retailers

www.brisbaneirishfestival.com.au
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Vale

Vale – Anna McKinlay
JOHANNA MCKINLAY

Anna McKinlay loved all things Irish, particularly
her Irish heritage. It started as a baby on her
Grandparent’s knees and at their Irish Pub in
Spring Hill, and continued throughout childhood
with Irish dancing and community involvement
at The Irish Club in the City. St. Patrick’s Day was
one of her favourite days of the year.
When her uncle and aunt, Dr Tom and Jan Dooley established
Dooley’s Hotel in the Valley, Jan founded the St. Patrick’s Day Parade.
In the early years, Anna would frequently help by marshalling at the
parade or doing something in the carpark at Dooley’s Hotel or at one
of the stalls on Berwick Street in the Valley. Our mother, Erin McKinlay
had an Irish historical marching group in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade
which was established in 1990. This was populated by many of Anna’s
friends. When the idea of marching in Historical costumes became
tired, Anna took over the group and renamed it Irish Queenslanders.
From then on, Anna usually marched with her friends under the Irish
Queenslanders Banner.
Anna ultimately, through a few different career progressions, became
a Registered Nurse - a profession which she loved. Her commitment to
and strong identity shaped by her Irish heritage, never waned. When
Dooley’s Hotel was sold, Jan Dooley took her parade Committee to
The Irish Club. It was at this time that Anna joined the committee and
spent a great deal of her free time liaising, organizing and working
hard for the parade in the lead up to March 17.
For a time, Anna joined the participants in Irish Sports at Willawong,
enjoying the fitness and camaraderie of Camogie. She would carry
her hefty first aid bag to the games with her as an unofficial medical
person. She had many stories of the wonderful volunteers she
worked with and friends she made during this time. In 2008 Anna
set up the Irish Queensland Facebook page, initially to promote the
Brisbane Irish Festival. It became a significant part of her life and
means of expression of her Irish identity and love for the Queensland
Irish community.
Anna left the Brisbane Irish Festival Committee when she no longer
had the spare time to commit to it, but she was still available to
offer assistance and information when requested. Anna spent a
great deal of time establishing and running her Facebook pages. She
loved her ability to interact with the cyber Irish community and to
develop places to promote and support Queensland Irish pursuits
and organisations.
Anna passed away unexpectedly on September 2nd 2021. She died
too young, and will be greatly missed by her friends, family and all
who knew her.
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THURSDAY 17 MARCH
the irish are taking over Brunswick Street mall
- gates open from 10am -

sat 12 March

THE IRISH ARE TAKING OVER BRUNSWICK STREET MALL!
- GATES OPEN FROM 10AM -

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT ACROSS 2 STAGES

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT ACROSS 2 STAGES
THE

THE

GATHERING

LIMERICK

GATHERING LIMERICK

Pop Up Bars | Qld Irish Pipe Band | Irish Dancers

Pop Up Bars, QLD Irish Pipe Band, Irish Dancers

2 9 5 B r u n s w i c k S t r e e t , Fo r t i t u d e Va l l e y Q L D 4 0 0 6

QIA PIPE BAND
The Queensland Irish Pipe Band is a social
band of pipers and drummers from a range
of backgrounds and levels of experience.
The band plays under the leadership of
Pipe Major Bruce Grice and wears the
Ancient Urquhart tartan as part of their
iconic green uniform. Although they are
based in Brisbane, Queensland Irish Pipe
Band travels regularly to play at events
such as the Australian Celtic Festival at
Glen Innes and the Maclean Highland
Gathering. The band has also made several
trips to the Lorient in France where they
have taken part in the Festival Interceltique
de Lorient. The band loves playing at
community events promoting Irish and
other Celtic cultures entertaining the
crowds with a mixture of traditional
and contemporary music.

www.brisbaneirishfestival.com.au
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The Counties
of Ireland

16,662 km to Brisbane
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Antrim – The Glenns County
Award winning actor Liam Neeson was born in
Ballymena, County Antrim.

Leitrim – The Wild Rose County

Armagh – The Orchard County
Saint Malachy the first native-born Irish saint to be
formally canonised was born in Armagh in 1024.

Limerick – The Treaty County
Uachtarán na hÉireann, poet, sociologist, and
broadcaster Michael D Higgins was born in Limerick.

Carlow – The Dolmen County

Longford – The O’Farrell County
Eddie Macken, equestrian showjumper and 3 times
Aga Khan Cup winner on the legendary Boomerang
was born in Granard, Co. Longford.

Cavan – Breffni County
Catherina McKiernan was born in Cornafean, County
Cavan and is regarded as one of the world’s best ever
cross country runners.

Louth – The Wee County

Golden Globe winning actress Saorise Ronan was born
in the Bronx, NYC and was raised in Ardattin, County
Carlow.

Clare – The Banner County

John Philip Holland who developed the first
submarine commissioned by the US Navy was born in
Liscannor Clare.

Cork – The Rebel County

Michael Collins Irish revolutionary, soldier and
politician was born in Woodfields Co. Cork in 1890 and
died at Béal na Bláth Co. Cork in 1922.

Glencar Waterfall in Co. Leitrim inspired William Butler
Yeats and features in his poem ‘The Stolen Child’.

St Brigid patron saint of Ireland and of Co. Kildare was
born in Fochard Co. Louth.

Mayo – The Maritime county
Mary Robinson first female president of Ireland and
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
was born in Ballina Co. Mayo.
Meath – The Royal County

Oliver Plunket canonised in 1975 to become the first
new Irish saint in 700 years was born in Loughcrew
Co. Meath.

Derry – Oak Leaf County
Seamus Heaney winner of the 1995 Nobel Prize in
Literature was born at the family farmhouse between
Castledawson and Toomebridge Co. Derry.

Monaghan – The Drumlin County
Poet and novelist Patrick Kavanagh whose more
famous works include Tarry Flynn, The great Hunger
and On Raglan Road was born in Inniskeen Co.
Monaghan.

Donegal – Tír Chonaill
Donegal is the ancestral home of patron saint of
Ireland St Colmcille, ‘the Pride of Donegal’.

Offaly – The Faithful County
Former US president Barack Obama traces his Irish
roots to the emigrant son of a local shoemaker who
left Moneygall Co. Offaly in the 1700s.

Down – Mourne Country
Harry Ferguson, born at Growell, near Dromore, in
County Down is famous for developing the first fourwheel drive Formula One car, the Ferguson P99.

Roscommon – The Mutton Chop County

Dublin – The Pale
Author Maeve Binchy was born in Dalkey Co. Dublin.
Her novels are world famous for their unique portrayal
of small-town life in Ireland.
Fermanagh – The Lakeland County
Samuel Becket and Oscar Wilde were both educated at
Portora Royal School in Enniskillen County Fermanagh.

Actor and comedian and legendary IT technician from
The IT Crowd, Chris O’Dowd was born in Boyle Co.
Roscommon.

Sligo – Yeats Country
Co. Sligo is credited as being the landscape of WB
Yeats’ poetic imagination. Drumcliffe Church in Sligo is
his final resting place.
Tipperary – The Premier County
The Gaelic Athletic Association was founded in Hayes
Hotel in Thurles Co. Tipperary on 1 November 1884.

Galway – The Tribesmen
Lady Gregory dramatist, folklorist and co-founder of
the Irish Literary Theatre and the Abbey Theatre was
born at Roxborough, County Galway.

Tyrone – O’Neill Country

Kerry – The Kingdom
Waterville and Valentia Island Co. Kerry joined
Europe to North America when the first trans Atlantic
telegraph cables were laid there in the 1880s.

Waterford – The Crystal County
Natural philosopher, chemist, physicist, and inventor
Robert Boyle was born at Lismore Castle, in County
Waterford.

Kildare – The Short Grass County

Westmeath – The Lake County

Kilkenny – The Marble County

Wexford – The Model County
Mary Gonzaga Barry whose life work led to the
establishment of Loreto Sister schools across Australia
was born in County Wexford.

Brewer, entrepreneur and philanthropist Arthur
Guinness was born in Ardclough Co Kildare and is
buried in Oughterard, County Kildare.
Founder of the Christian Brothers Edmund Ignatius
Rice was born in Callan Co. Kilkenny.

Laois – O’Moore County

Mythical hunter-warrior Fionn mac Cumhaill is said
to be originally from Ballyfin (Town of Fionn), in
Co. Laois.

www.brisbaneirishfestival.com.au

Novelist, playwright and satirist Flann O’Brien was
born in Strabane, Co. Tyrone.

Singers Count John McCormack, Tony Allen, Joe
Dolan and Brendan Shine all hail from County
Westmeath.

Wicklow – The Garden County
Leader of the Irish Parliamentary Party Charles
Stewart Parnell was born in Avondale House, County
Wicklow.
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Baileys Irish Toast Recipe
(Irish take on the classic French Toast)
LIZZY PENDER

If you plan on celebrating St. Patrick’s Day, it is
important that you start off the day with a proper
brunch before the parade!
I am a massive brunch girl and love how this takes
a classic brunch recipe to turn it into an amazing
Irish version, with the addition of Baileys Irish
Cream. It is my all time favourite, absolutely
delicious. Of course we have included bacon also...
it’s not brunch without it right?
We are also turning it up a notch here and using
brioche bread. Since I started using brioche bread
I cannot have it any other way. The great thing
about this dish is your bread does not have to be
super fresh, in fact, it works so much better when
the bread is a few days old. I keep mine in the
freezer and thaw it out as needed. There’s no waste
either this way.

So gather the friends and family at yours before
heading to the parade and cook this amazing
brunch for them. They will be seriously impressed!
Serves 4
Ingredients:
4 Long rindless bacon slices
6 Eggs (large)
100ml Milk
300ml Baileys
40g Castor Sugar
8 Brioche Slices
Oil to fry
For Garnish
Golden Syrup
Icing Sugar
Whipped cream
Fresh Strawberries & Blueberries
1. 	Beat milk, baileys, eggs & castor sugar together
and pour into a high sided tray.
2. 	Place brioche into the tray and soak in the
mixture, turning to ensure both sides have
soaked up the mixture fully.
3. 	Lightly oil a frying pan on medium heat.
4. 	Fry each slice of brioche until golden brown.
Keep warm (Preheat oven to low heat
beforehand to keep fried brioche warm)
5. Fry bacon until crispy.
Plating up
1.	Place 2 slices of brioche on each plate, cutting
each slice in half first and staggering them.
2.	Top with bacon followed by a good dollop of
cream
3.	Sprinkle with chopped strawberries and
blueberries.
4.	Generously drizzle everything with golden syrup
5.	Dust entire plate with icing sugar.
Serve & enjoy all the compliments from your
guests!
Happy St. Patrick’s Day
Lizzy Pender
Check out my food blog:
www.arecipe4success.com
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Sásta
Well, it’s that time of year again as we approach
St. Patrick’s Day when all Irish bands get frantic
phone calls from booking agents and venues all
over Australia! We’ve performed in Melbourne
and Sydney for the past few Paddy’s Days, but
we’re delighted to be back in Brisbane for the 2022
celebrations!

and always with a contemporary Sásta twist! We
spent most of 2021 rehearsing and arranging the
music, recording it at Airlock Studios, Brisbane
with Ian Haug (Powderfinger) and then having the
final tracks mixed and mastered in County Mayo,
Ireland by the wonderful Stephen Doherty (Gráda).
We’re very proud of the result.

We’ll be kicking off at the Brisbane Irish Festival
Charity Ball on Saturday 5th March at Victoria
Park Golf Club for the Irish Australian Support
Association of Queensland. It is always an
honour and a pleasure to play our music at IASAQ
events. We are very lucky to have such a brilliant
organisation supporting the Queensland Irish
community.

First stop on the tour, we’ll be playing the Festival
Interceltique de Lorient in Brittany, France. Then
we’ll have a hometown gig for each band member:
a Mayo gig for Rocky, a Laois and London gig for
me and a show in Downpatrick for Kevin. Fred will
have his hometown gig in October when we return
to Australia and play Tablelands Folk Festival,
Cairns in October.

Then we’re on late on Thursday 17th March at Finn
McCool’s, Fortitude Valley. As our debut gig at this
fine venue, this will be a baptism of fire for us –
we’re guessing it’ll be a lively gig in the valley for
St. Patrick’s night!

We have vinyl records (fierce trendy) and CDs (old
school) available at our gigs and on our website.
Check them out and let us know what you think!

Our last concert is the headline slot at St. Patrick’s
Festival at Eagle Farm Racecourse on Saturday
19th March. We’ve got special things planned
for this performance. It’s a huge event and we’re
looking forward to seeing you there!
Once we recover from all of that, we’ll have our
sights firmly set on our next tour which is to return
to France, England and Ireland for all of August
2022 with our new album Éirelocked. This is a
mostly instrumental album of our favourite trad
tunes, mixed with some new original material

www.brisbaneirishfestival.com.au

Thank you so much to the wonderful Brisbane Irish
community for supporting Sásta for over a decade!
Have a wonderful St. Patrick’s Day celebration
wherever you are!
Look after each other. Ní neart go cur le chéile.
Mick Hughes
Sásta
www.sastaband.com
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P5 Quiz answers
1.Blue, 2. Three, 3. Snakes, 4. 17 March, 5. Harp, 6. Chicago, 7. Dublin, 8. Saul, Co Down, 9. Boston,
10. 13 million, 11. Green, white & orange, 12. Take your eyes off him!
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors. They do not purport to reflect the
opinions or views of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade Association Inc. or its members.
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Learn
Irish Dancing
from Queenslands
best studios
Happy St Patrick’s Day

from the

Australian Irish Dancing Association

Queensland

• Bella Celtic Dancers • Carolan Academy • CM Dance
• Ceilidh Dance Studio • City of Cairns Irish Dancers
• Dalriada • Eireann Academy • International Dance Affair
• Jackson Studio • Kick Dance • Lynagh Irish Dancing
• McNeill Academy • MFK Academy • Mt Isa Association
• Munro • Oxenham Studio • Phoenix Dance
• QIA Dancers • Scoil Ard Rince • Shaw Academy
• Summers School • TAPA • Watkins Academy
• Trish Williams School • Young-Goss Academy

Contact: queenslandstatesecretary@hotmail.com
www.facebook.com/AIDAQueensland/25
www.brisbaneirishfestival.com.au
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IRISH THEMED BARS
RIDES & ATTRACTIONS
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