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COMMITTEE FOREWORD
On behalf of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade Association, welcome to the 10th Brisbane 
Irish Festival.

The Brisbane Irish Festival is an opportunity for the Irish community to celebrate and share our culture and significance 
in the beautiful city of Brisbane. In the past year many people have been working hard to bring you the 2021 festivities 
that we know will be a truly Irish celebration. 

The St Patrick’s Day Parade Committee made the difficult but necessary decision to cancel our 2021 street parade until 
March 12, 2022. This decision was not taken lightly especially following the cancellation of the 2020 parade on the 
eve of the event also due to COVID. We feel however it was the correct decision especially given the current uncertain 
environment. The Family Festival Day at Willawong has also been cancelled this year for the same reasons. As we enter 
the vaccination phase of the global pandemic we look forward to delivering new and improved celebrations in 2022

Despite the cancellations, it is encouraging to see so many festival events still proceeding including the historic QIA 
Dinner, the quickly sold out IASAQ Charity Ball and much more. The 30th anniversary screenings of the classic movie 
‘The Commitments’ at The Elizabeth Picture Theatre is a new addition to the festivities and we hope to foster Irish 
cinema in the years to come. The St Patrick’s Day Mass will also proceed on the 17th March as well as the Queensland 
Irish Choir performance with the QIA Dancers and QIA Pipe Band in Kedron. For a full list of festival events please turn 
to P10-11 of this program. 

This past year has been a difficult one for the Irish community and indeed everyone. Many Irish people have made 
Brisbane their home knowing family and friends were just a flight away. While technology has bridged the gap,  it is 
no replacement for being able to hug a loved one and share their company. I like to think the Brisbane Irish Festival 
relieves some of that home sickness many feel since the start of the pandemic but I do hope we can make those long 
trips again soon. 

The Irish Australian Support Association of Qld has been inundated with requests for help from stranded Irish Citizens 
over the last 12 months. They work tirelessly with the Irish Embassy in Canberra to deliver the help and information 
people needed to get them home or provide support during travel bans. There has also been many offers of support 
and accommodation from the Brisbane community for those stranded, showing we live in a caring and generous city.  

I would like to extend congratulations to the Queensland Irish Association for securing their new premises in Fortitude 
Valley in 2020. The QIA has had a challenging few years since the closure of the Irish Club and I commend them in being 
able secure a new home in a central location.  

All of this year’s festival events have been organised by various committees and organisations. The festival could not 
proceed without the dedication of all the volunteers who donate their time and expertise throughout the year-long 
planning process. Our sponsors, Brisbane City Council, Queensland State Government, Dept. of Foreign Affairs & 
Trade (Irish Govt.), Irish Murphy’s, St. Joseph’s College – Gregory Terrace, St. Patrick’s College – Shorncliffe and all 
the program advertisers, all play a vital and much appreciated role. 

Go raibh míle maith agaibh,

Gavin Roche
President of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade Association Inc.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PREMIER OF QUEENSLAND 

 
 
I am delighted to welcome you to the 2021 Brisbane Irish Festival.  
 
This vibrant annual event is a wonderful opportunity for Queenslanders of Irish ancestry to 
observe St Patrick’s Day and to celebrate a history rich in great achievements and outstanding 
contributions made by people of Irish descent. It also encourages Queenslanders without Irish 
heritage to participate in the festivities.  
 
Festival organisers have planned a fabulous program, subject to coronavirus 
(COVID- 19) restrictions. That the festival is scheduled to take place at all is testament of the 
amazing response from Queenslanders to the coronavirus.  
  
One year ago, the St Patrick’s Day Parade in Brisbane was just one of many events throughout 
Queensland which had to be cancelled because of the unfolding health crisis. At that time, we 
did not know how devastating the global pandemic would be, or for how long the world would 
be placed on hold.  
 
However, Queensland, in line with the rest of Australia, has come a long way since then. 
Thanks to Queenslanders, our great State continues to bounce back on many levels. Health 
and safety are – and always will be – the Queensland Government’s top priority, and our 
economy is starting to flourish again, helping to support events throughout the State.  
 
I would like to thank each and every person throughout Queensland for helping to make this 
happen. 
 
The Brisbane Irish Festival emphasises the importance of Queensland’s multicultural outlook. 
Our State is renowned for embracing differences, respecting all faiths and cultures, developing 
community connections and encouraging social cohesion.  
 
This perspective is what makes a Queenslander, and what makes the Queensland of today. We 
rejoice and take great pride in it.   
 
Thank you to the organisers of the 2021 Brisbane Irish Festival. I hope it is a great success.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
ANNASTACIA PALASZCZUK MP 
PREMIER OF QUEENSLAND 
MINISTER FOR TRADE 
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Message from  
The Right Honourable the Lord Mayor of Brisbane  

Councillor Adrian Schrinner 
 

 
 
It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to the 2021 Brisbane Irish Festival. 
 
As Lord Mayor, I am very supportive of events that bring our community together and 
embrace Council’s vision of a vibrant, creative city. The Brisbane Irish Festival is certainly 
one of these events and a highlight of Brisbane’s social calendar. 
  
I commend the Brisbane Irish Festival for their hard work in organising another wonderful 
event and for their valuable contribution to our city.  
 
I take this opportunity to welcome everyone in celebrating the festival this year. 
 
Please accept my best wishes for a truly festive Brisbane Irish Festival. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Adrian Schrinner 
LORD MAYOR 
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MESSAGE FROM THE AMBASSADOR  
OF IRELAND TO AUSTRALIA

HE BREANDÁN Ó CAOLLAÍ

Beannachtaí na Féile Pádraig ar Ghaeil is cairde Gael Brisbane is Queensland – guím 
gach rath agus séan ar gach duine atá ag ceiliúradh na Féile níos mó anois ná riamh is 
an bhliain deacair is dúshlánach a bhí againn ón am seo anuraidh.

Normally we are gearing up for the explosion of fun and tremendous excitement that the festivities and celebration of 
our national holiday, St Patrick’s Day, allow us, young and old, to experience at this cultural highpoint of the global Irish 
diaspora experience. This year our celebrations must be more restrained, more in line with sombre and grave situation 
that so many communities across the globe are facing due to the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic. Ireland has been 
badly impacted by the pandemic so I would ask you to share a positive thought and pray for our families and friends at 
home. Let me take this opportunity to most sincerely thank the brave women and men who staff the frontlines of the 
fight against the pandemic.  Go raibh míle maith agaibh is nár laga sibh.

Notwithstanding the challenges we face, we still have much to celebrate and to be thankful for.  While Australia has 
suffered great challenges from COVID-19 pandemic, some degree of normality has been possible and sport and other 
communal activities, subject to COVID compliant protocols, have continued. Even if we can’t gather for our customary 
get togethers, parades and festivals, we can make time to reflect on the richness of our culture, shared by so many 
people across Australia and the globe.  History has proven that we Irish, in Queensland or wherever we are in the world, 
are resilient and resourceful people. We have endured and overcome past challenges and will, I have no doubt, do so 
again. 

Have a happy, safe and enjoyable St Patrick’s Day.

HE Breandán Ó Caollaí
Ambassador of Ireland to Australia
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE QUEENSLAND IRISH 
ASSOCIATION

JEFF SPENDER

I want to thank the St Patrick’s Day Parade committee for continuing the magazine, 
even though for Covid reasons, there will be no parade this year. 

Robin and Rodney Sullivan have given a compact record 
of the history of the Queensland Irish Association in this 
magazine. 

Where the QIA is today
The current position of the QIA is that we have kept 
alive the cultural connection with Ireland, by sponsoring 
regular meetings at the Grand Central Hotel, where the 
QIA Pipe Band has been a highlight; We have held events 
such as Bloomsday, and the ‘Speeches from the Dock’ 
function at the Supreme Court of Queensland; We have 
maintained the tradition of St Patrick’s Eve Dinner each 
year, and this year we will again welcome the Governor 
of Queensland, and the Premier, as our guests, with 
attendance also by the Embassy of Ireland in Canberra; 
We will also be represented at the St Patrick’s Day Mass 
at the Cathedral of St Stephen. 

We have lost Tara House, and operate without employed 
staff, on a voluntary basis. In the current low interest 
environment, we have invested in a rent-producing 
building in Fortitude Valley, and currently we are 
engaged in determining the best use of the ground floor 
of the building. 

Once again, the QIA has emerged phoenix-like from the 
ashes, and look forward to the next 123 years of serving 
all those with a love of all things Irish. 

Jeff Spender 
President of Queensland Irish 
Association. 
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THE QUEENSLAND IRISH ASSOCIATION
RODNEY SULLIVAN AND ROBIN SULLIVAN

Overcoming near-death episodes in the 1930s, during World War 2, and in 2015, the 
Queensland Irish Association (QIA) is one of the oldest and most successful ethnic 
organisations in Australia. Affectionately known as the Irish Club, the Association is 
the leading custodian of Irish culture and heritage in Queensland. Its Library contains 
some 200 books in Gaelic and a facsimile copy of the Book of Kells.  The value of its 
heritage collections was recognised by the National Museum of Australia in its 2011 
Exhibition: Not Just Ned: A True History of the Irish in Australia. QIA contributions 
included stained-glass doors from Tara House, a memorial harp, and a Pipe Band kilt, 
cap, and Tara brooch. 

For almost a century and a quarter, the Association 
has fostered Irishness through oratory, architecture, 
literature, music, dance, sport, and parades. With 
membership peaking at 10,000 in 1998 it has hosted 
Irish Presidents, Australian Prime Ministers, Queensland 
Premiers, and  Lord Mayors. Its St Patrick’s Eve dinners 
attract the patronage of Irish Ambassadors and 
Queensland Governors. Nevertheless, the QIA has stood 
out among inner Brisbane clubs for its inclusiveness. In 
the words of an illustrious member, Premier TJ Ryan, 
during World War 1, it was ‘an Association broad enough 
to embrace every man of Irish birth or extraction, 
irrespective of his political or religious views.’ However, 
women, although a background force from 1898, only 
acquired full membership in 1986.

The foundation of the QIA was inspired by an upsurge 
in Irishness associated with the centenary of the 1798 
rebellion in Ireland. It was also a reaction to a spike in 
sectarianism. Thomas Joseph Byrnes, Queensland’s 
most promising Catholic politician of Irish descent, 
was defeated in the 1896 election. In the following 
year, an ethnic militia, the Queensland Irish Volunteers, 
disbanded, following attempts to suppress its Hibernian 
identity.  The QIA’s inaugural gathering, on 23 March 1898 
was chaired by James Fitzgibbon, prominent pharmacist. 
Patrick Stephens, former QIV commander, was secretary. 
There were about 150 in attendance, predominantly 
former Volunteers, and  Hibernians. Brisbane’s Irish elite, 
Catholic and Protestant, contributed medical, legal  and 
business notables. These included medical practitioners 
Francis Glynn-Connolly and Patrick Moloney, brother-
in-law of TJ Byrnes. Frank McDonnell, Labor member 
for Fortitude Valley, and former Volunteer, was also 
present, as he was at most Irish occasions. The meeting 
resolved that ‘a Queensland Irish Association of a non-

sectarian and non-political character be established’. 
A constitution was drafted by a committee comprising 
Patrick Stephens, Henry Neylan, Patrick O’Neill, and 
Peter Gaffney.  While O’Neill was a solicitor, the document 
owed much to advice from future president and fellow 
lawyer, Thomas O’Sullivan. 

The Association was fortunate in its early presidents: 
John Kingsbury (1898-1901), Thomas O’Sullivan (1902-
1903), Patrick Stephens (1903), Timothy O’Shea (1904-
1909) and Peter McDermott (1909-1922). Kingsbury, a 
Dublin born Methodist, symbolised determination to 
avoid the Catholic-Protestant conflicts of Ireland. All 
promoted Home Rule for Ireland, meaning representative 
government as in Queensland, rather than control from 
London, while emphasising that first loyalty was to their 
land of adoption. Nevertheless, the Association came 
under suspicion during World War One, particularly after 
the 1916 Easter Rising in Dublin, which was condemned 
by the QIA. John Fihelly and William Lennon, prominent 
QIA members and Ministers in TJ Ryan’s Government, 
speaking at the Irish Club, attacked Britain for its 
harsh reprisals. They, and the Club by association, were 
subject to virulent allegations of disloyalty. These only 
subsided when Lennon’s son, Austin, won the Military 
Cross for distinguished gallantry in the brutal battle for 
Pozières. From his strategic post as head of the Premier’s 
Department, Peter McDermott was aware that, with war-
induced paranoia, the QIA was in danger of proscription. 
He believed it was saved by its literary reputation.

Appointed Lieutenant-Governor in 1920, William Lennon 
was awarded Honorary Life Membership in 1928, during 
the presidency of conservative Attorney-General Neil 
Macgroarty. Shortly after, Lennon officially opened the 
Association’s refurbished Elizabeth Street premises. 
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This was a high point from which the QIA was pulled 
by the Depression, with membership and income 
plunging while debt escalated. In 1934, liquidators of 
the Association’s banker demanded repayment of some 
£20,000. The QIA was saved by the intervention of 
founding member John Devoy, chairman of Castlemaine 
Perkins Ltd, who  provided a £15,000 settlement.

The QIA recovered from  the ravages of  depression and 
war under the twenty-year presidency (1943-1963) of 
John Keogh. Revitalisation was evident by 1948, when 
the Club celebrated  its Golden Jubilee and hosted former 
Irish Prime Minister, Éamon de Valera. Subsequently, 
Tara House welcomed Irish Presidents Patrick Hillery 
(1985), Mary Robinson (1993) and Mary McAleese (1998 
and 2003). On her first visit, charismatic Mary McAleese 
was guest of honour at the Centenary Dinner, one of the 

Club’s epic occasions, with distinguished performances 
from its Pipe Band, Irish Dancers and Tara Singers.

Despite successfully pursuing its cultural and heritage 
missions, the Queensland Irish Association encountered 
financial turbulence in the twenty-first century. This was 
a fate shared by counterparts in Sydney, Melbourne, and 
Perth as well as other clubs in inner Brisbane. In 2015, 
unable to meet its liabilities, the QIA entered voluntary 
administration and, in a bitter blow, heritage-listed 
Tara House was sold to repay creditors. However, the 
Irish have a tradition of resilience. The Supreme Court 
terminated the winding up in 2017 and members elected 
a new Board of Directors, chaired by Hon Jeffrey Spender 
QC. In 2020 the QIA purchased new premises in Fortitude 
Valley and faces the future with confidence.

QIA Dancers, St Patrick’s parade City Hall, 1995 (Courtesy Éamon Gaffney).

Queensland Irish Associations hurling team 1915  
© State Library of Queensland.

QIA Drinks, December 2020, Grand Central Hotel  
(Queensland Irish Association). 
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BRISBANE SAINT 
PATRICK’S DAY 
PARADE MARSHAL 
Since 2012 Dermott Fearon has been the Brisbane 
St Patrick’s Day Parade Marshal. Originally from 
Warrenpoint in County Down, Dermot moved from 
Newcastle NSW to Brisbane in 2006 and was a spectator 
of the parade for a couple of years before realising 
he wanted to be part of the event.  The following year 
Dermott entered the Down to Down Under Float which is 
still part of the parade. Dermott recalls; “it was a fantastic 
feeling being part of such a great event, marching down 
Elizabeth St waving to the large crowds seeing everyone 
wearing green or their county colours. I didn’t know 
there were so many Irish in and around Brisbane”. 

Back then the parade formed up in George St, went down 
Elizabeth St., passed the old Irish Club into Edward St., 
then Mary St. and finished on George St. This was the 
parade route until 2018, when construction work in the 
city meant we had to change the route. Now the parade 
starts in Alice St. next to the Botanical Gardens, into 
George St., Mary St., Edward St and finishing at the top of 
Alice St near where it started. 

In 2012 Dermott was asked to take over the role as Parade 
Marshal which was daunting at the time but very exciting. 
In this role Dermott has to liaise with participating 
organisations to ensure we can accommodate them into 
the parade, sending out the parade positioning map, 
ensuring everyone’s request are met, working closely 
with traffic control and the police, providing directions 
on where to report in the line-up, answering questions 
from the general public, direction spectators, working 
alongside other volunteers to help line up the event and 
making sure everyone is in place before commencing the 
event.

The floats over the years have been made up of
• St Patrick
• Clydesdale and Police Horses
• Irish Wolfhounds and Irish Setters,
• Vintage Cars and Lorries, 
• School & Brass Bands,
• Irish Dancers,
• QLD Irish Pipe Band
• Gaelic Football and Rugby clubs,
• Vintage Taxi’s,
• Irish Construction Businesses
• Singing Groups 
• Stilt Walkers and many colourful Characters. 

Participants have come from all over Queensland and 
even New Zealand to paint the town green every year. 

The  organising of the parade can be very stressful event 
but worth all the work in the end when you see all the 
smiling faces and hearing the words of looking forward 
to being a part of next year’s parade.

The parade could not happen without the volunteers who 
help out with marshal duties, assisting in many roles 
leading up to and on the day. 

If you would like to volunteer please send us a message 
via our website; www.brisbaneirishfestival.com
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AN IRISH STORY
2 years ago The Black Donnellys gave themselves an 
incredible task – attempting to break another world 
record of 60 gigs in all 50 states in 40 days !! 

An amazing adventure by two Irish musicians hailing from inner city Dublin 
who have made a home for themselves in Las Vegas . 

The Black Donnellys are the house band at RIRA Mandalay Bay, Las Vegas. The 
journey has been made into an award winning movie/documentary and is out 
now on Amazon Prime. 

The duo endured volcanoes, tornadoes, vans being towed away, running out of money, flights been canceled, RV 
breakdowns and turning up at the wrong venue (3 times ), while still saying the show must go on while flying the flag!

The Black Donnellys travelled over 30 thousand miles by land, sea and air. From a roadhouse bar to the oldest pub in 
NYC jamming with the naked cowboy in Times Square to playing with an 8 piece reggae band in Detroit. They even 
played Hawaii, landed, played and were back on a plane 3 hours later! Same story with Anchorage in Alaska where they 
played an old peoples home. In NYC, their van got towed away, while in Boston they arrived…fire! They had to sign a 
waiver getting onto Ellis island that they wouldn’t play the mandolin while they were there !! 

These are just some of the mad stories of a tour with The Black Donnellys. Check out the movie out now on Amazon 
Prime. The Black Donnellys are; Dave Browne on guitar / mandolin & Dave Rooney on lead vox / guitar.
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EVENTS
MARCH

6
6:00pm

BRISBANE IRISH 
FESTIVAL CHARITY 
BALL 2021 IN AID OF 
IASAQ
Victoria Park Golf Complex

Join the Irish Australian Support Association of Queensland 
for the Brisbane Irish Festival Charity Ball 2021 in aid of 
IASAQ.

The night will consist of a two course meal and a three hour 
drinks package with traditional Irish music by Sásta.

This is always a fantastic night on the Irish event calendar 
with all proceeds going to help fund the Association, so we can 
continue to assist the Irish and Irish Australian community. 
Please consider coming along to support a good cause whilst 
celebrating our unique culture.

MARCH

10
12:30pm

WRITING WOMEN 
INTO THE HISTORY 
OF THE QUEENSLAND 
IRISH ASSOCIATION, 
1898-2020:CHALLENGES, 
CULTURE AND 
CONTRIBUTORS
Commissariat Store 
Museum, 115 William Street, 
Brisbane

The presentation attempts a gender-oriented analysis of 
the Queensland Irish Association (QIA). This organisation, 
formed in Brisbane in 1898 by members of a disbanded 
ethnic military corps, the Queensland Irish Volunteers, 
was constituted as a male-only body with female relatives 
confined to ancillary, though not unimportant, roles. We 
explore male members’ attitudes towards gender and the 
masculine culture encoded in the Association’s symbols, 
processions, songs, oratory, and recreational activities.

Visit www.brisbaneirishfestival.com for tickets. Booking 
is essential. Due to COVID-19 and social distancing 
requirements, we are unable to offer the usual tea and 
sandwiches; you are welcome to bring your own drink with 
you. Thank you for understanding.

MARCH

11
7:00pm

13
2:00pm

THE COMMITMENTS 
CINEMA SCREENING
Elizabeth Picture Theatre, 
Elizabeth Street

Come and see the The Commitments 30th-anniversary 
screenings. Presented in association with Elizabeth Picture 
Theatre on Elizabeth St, Brisbane.

The movie will be screened twice: Thursday 11 March at 7:00 
pm and Saturday 13 March at 2:00pm. Tickets are $18 ($14.00 
for members of the Five Star Club) and can be purchased 
by visiting fivestarcinemas.com.au/the-elizabeth. Both 
screenings will take place at the Elizabeth Picture Theatre. The 
bar will be open afterwards with Guinness on tap so feel free to 
stay on & network. Please drink responsibly.

MARCH

13 - 17
ST. PATRICK’S DAY 
LONG WEEKEND
Irish Murphy’s Brisbane, 
Cnr George & Elizabeth 
Street, Brisbane City 4000

The biggest St. Patrick’s Day celebration is at Irish Murphy’s.

Kicking off on Saturday the 13th through till the 17th, Irish 
Murphy’s have got an unmissable line up of the best in Irish 
entertainment, cover bands, giveaways and ice cold pints of 
Guinness. With appearances from; The Gathering, Qld Irish 
Assoc Pipe Band, Trad Station, Ramjet, Mark Butler Duo, Tales 
of Strangers, BERST, Tartan Shamrock, Woody Lives Here, Rob 
Fitchett and Locky. 

*WIN $1000 venue tab EVERY HOUR between 4pm & 8pm 
13th of March*

*T&C’s apply.

SOLD OUT
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14
2:00pm

QUEENSLAND IRISH 
CHOIR
Chermside and Kedron 
Community Church

The Queensland Irish Choir will return to Chermside 
for a two hour performance. Entry is $20. Due to Covid 
restrictions tickets can only be purchased online.

The Chermside and Kedron Community Church is at the corner 
of Gympie Road & Rode Rd, Chermside.

Visit www.brisbaneirishfestival.com for bookings.

MARCH

16
6:30pm

ST PATRICK’S EVE 
DINNER
Pullman Brisbane Hotel 
King George Square

Join Distinguished Guests, Queensland and Irish 
representatives to continue more than 123 years of 
celebrating Irish culture and heritage in Queensland.

Enjoy an evening with fine food, Guinness, beer, wine, soft 
drink, entertainment, guest speakers and Irish camaraderie.

Visit www.brisbaneirishfestival.com for bookings.

MARCH

16-17
IRISH LIGHTS
Brisbane city

On the evening of the 16 and 17 March the Story Bridge, 
Victoria Bridge and Reddacliff Place sculptures Donna 
Marcus: Steam 2006 will be lit Green for the 2021 Saint 
Patrick’s Day and Brisbane Irish Festival.

MARCH

17
10:00am

ST PATRICK’S DAY 
MASS
Cathedral of St Stephen, 
Elizabeth St, Brisbane City

St. Patrick’s Day Mass will be held on St. Patrick’s Day at the 
Cathedral of St Stephen on Elizabeth St, Brisbane city.

Visit www.brisbaneirishfestival.com for more info.

MARCH

17
1:00pm till late

ST PATRICK’S DAY 
GATHERING
Grand Central Hotel, 
270 Ann Street, Brisbane 
Central Station, Brisbane

Come to the ‘Home of the Irish’ for a St. Patrick’s Day 
celebration at the Grand Central Hotel from 1:00pm till late. 

MARCH

20
6:30pm

MURPHY’S PIGS IN 
CONCERT
Fortitude Music Hall,

Brisbane City

Beloved award-winning Brisbane Celtic-Rock ensemble, 
Murphy’s Pigs, are armed and ready to present their two-hour-
plus show at the Fortitude Music Hall on Saturday, March 20, 
featuring a 16-piece outfit, comprising bagpipes, fiddle, whistles, 
drums, accordion, guitars, bouzouki, and their troupe of 
award-winning Celtic dancers, who have been entertaining  and 
winning over Brisbane audiences for over 14 years.  The show 
will also include very special guest, the “Angel Of Australia” and 
one of the most sought-after sopranos in the world, Brisbane’s 
own Mirusia.  Visit www.brisbaneirishfestival.com for tickets.

MARCH 2021

P R O U D L Y  S U P P O R T E D  B Y
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Let’s paint the town green and tag your 
photos on Facebook and Instagram 

during the Brisbane Irish Festival

#PAINTBRISBANEGREEN

OVER 
THE 

YEARSBRISBANE
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Parade Regulars: 
Al and Cathy 
Nicholson
Our Irish heritage is fairly  limited.  
Cathy and I lived in Northern 
Ireland for around 10 years where 
our love of the country began. Also 
Cathy’s ancestors are from the 
Bruff area of Limerick. 

We left the UK and moved to New 
Zealand in 2004 and then moved to Caboolture in Oct 2012.  We 
quickly entered the Irish scene in Brisbane and joined the Irish Club. 
Our first parade was 2013 and we already had costumes after running a 
couple of St Patrick’s Day Motorhome rallies in NZ.  We then took part 
in 2014, 2015 and 2016 before we moved back to NZ in Dec 2016. March 
2017 was very disappointing for us as we missed the Brisbane scene. In 
2018 we ran another Motorhome Rally which was a great success but 
we still yearned for Brissie so the decision was made to fly back for the 
parade in 2019 and what a fab time we had!

Last year was so disappointing although we 
totally understand the reasoning behind the 
decision to cancel. That said we still dressed 
up and went out on the Saturday night, 
only to find that I was the poster boy for 
the parade!  That was a huge surprise, but I 
was highly chuffed too! (Still waiting for the 
modelling fee cheque, and please don’t say I 
was a jinx!).

This year looks like it will be very quiet but I’m sure we will find a pub to 
drown our sorrows in.  We have made a lot of fantastic friends through 
the parade and will dearly miss celebrating with them this year. 

All we can say is roll on 2022!



14 10th Brisbane Irish Festival

4EB IRISH PROGRAM
Brisbane’s Irish Community and our Hibernophile friends have been listening to the 
Irish Program on Brisbane’s Ethnic Broadcasting station 4EB for over 40 years. It goes 
out at 12 Noon every Saturday on 98.1FM, with an unbeatable hour of Ceol, Caint agus 
Craic – music, chat and fun – from or about the Old Country.

It’s a great time slot for us, as its available for lots 
of parents driving their kids around to Saturday 
morning sports and activities, or for people to enjoy 
as part of their relaxed Saturday morning routine! 
 
Of course you can also listen to each week’s program (and 
the last two months’ of past programs) at any time online 
at the 4EB website. www.4eb.org.au/shows/irish-radio-
program-saturday/

The Irish Program is a great way to keep up with what’s 
happening back home in Ireland in news, culture and 
politics, and what’s happening of an Irish interest 
here in Brisbane. We often highlight or even interview 
familiar personalities visiting here on tour and let 
you know where you can see them. Admittedly that 
side of things has quietened down during the current 
pandemic-related travel restrictions. We also cover 
developments among the epic worldwide diaspora of 
Irish people and their descendants. Most recently we’ve 
been checking in on the latest President of the USA, Joe 
Biden, who is proud of his Irish roots and never far from 
spouting a line or two from a Seamus Heaney poem! 
 

There is a good team of us volunteering as presenters 
now, taking turns each week to present our own 
programs, and between us, we all have different 
interests and cover all the bases; news, music, 
history, poetry, literature, sports: the works! 
 
We are always looking for members and volunteers, 
and anyone can come along at any time to take part or 
see how we do things, with a view to even becoming a 
presenter if you find it as enjoyable as we do! If you are 
interested get in touch with us at our Facebook page 
(4EB Irish Program), or email us at irish@4EB.org.au . 
The program can only secure our weekly broadcasting 
slot on the airwaves by having enough paying members 
each year, so please consider doing your bit for the Irish 
community in Brisbane by becoming a paid member of 
the Irish Group at 4EB. Get in touch with us to find out 
how.

Why not join us this 
Saturday at 12 noon 
on 4EB 98.1FM? 



Visit  
mickmchugh.com 
for music, videos 

and gig guide 

Mick’s Band The Gathering will be 
playing during the festival at Irish 
Murphy’s, so do yourself a favour 

and enjoy a night of great Irish 
Music. 
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GATHER ROUND...
MICK MCHUGH

Firstly, I’d like to acknowledge the First Nation 
traditional custodians of the land on which we live.

My name is Mick McHugh, I grew up in Lucan, Co. Dublin and have lived 
in Australia since 2005. My wife is from Queensland, our daughter was 
born in Ireland and our son in Australia. I went from being a barman, 
a Polymer Engineer, an English language teacher and playing open-
mic nights in Dublin, to moving to Australia, following my dreams, and 
becoming a full-time musician. 

In 2014 I started a kick-arse Irish band called ‘The Gathering’. We gig 
regularly in Brisbane at Irish Murphy’s, and in Surfers Paradise at Finn 
McCool’s and Darcy Arms. The Gathering gives audiences a fun, authentic 
Irish music experience. We’ve built a strong Celtic community in South 
East Qld, which is important cause we’re all far from home.

My music has taken me all over Australia, supporting deadly Irish acts 
like Damien Dempsey, The Coronas, Damien Leith, Gavin James, Mundy, 
Paddy Casey, Aslan, as well as awesome Aussie artists Amy Shark and 
Pete Murray. I’ve even performed at The Sydney Opera House - that was 
a nice phone call home to the Mammy. I toured New Zealand, Ireland, 
Dubai, and Europe, then COVID hit.

It was a tough year with COVID, I was instantly out of work and wondering 
what would happen to my livelihood. The first few months were very 
anxiety provoking. However, I was lucky I got a few days teaching work, 
and then thankfully Sole Traders were included in the government’s 
JobKeeper scheme which helped pull us through. 

Not knowing if or when I might ever be able to gig again, I realised I had 
to start focusing on whatever positives I could. I had time with my family 
that I hadn’t had in years because I was always gigging and on the road. 
My wife and I got back into songwriting together and finally set up our 
home recording studio.

Saint Patrick’s Day for me is an important time to celebrate being Irish. 
Our families, friends, and ancestors. Our history. Our culture. Our 
survival. Let’s enjoy this day, no matter what we do or where we are. 
Despite COVID, or perhaps because of it, this year I’m really looking 
forward to playing gigs for you all and celebrating life through Irish music 
and the craic. 

Watch out for new songs this year from both ‘Mick McHugh Music’ and 
‘The Gathering’!

Lá Fhéile Pádraig sona daoibh!
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• Bella Celtic Dancers • Carolan Academy • CM Dance 
• Ceilidh Dance Studio • City of Cairns Irish Dancers 

• Dalriada • Eireann Academy • International Dance Affair 
• Jackson Studio • Kick Dance • Lynagh Irish Dancing  

• McNeill Academy • MFK Academy • Mt Isa Association 
• Munro • Oxenham Studio • Phoenix Dance 

• QIA Dancers • Scoil Ard Rince • Shaw Academy 
• Summers School • TAPA • Watkins Academy 

• Trish Williams School • Young-Goss Academy 

Queensland

25 schools in over 40 different locations 
across the state! 

Contact: queenslandstatesecretary@hotmail.com
www.facebook.com/AIDAQueensland/

from the

Happy
St Patricks Day

Australian Irish Dancing Association
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IRISH DANCE QUEENSLAND 
Queensland isn’t just the home of sunshine and beaches. It’s also a haven for some of 
the World’s best and most enthusiastic Irish dancers!

The Queensland branch of the Australian Irish Dancing 
Association (AIDA Qld) boasts 25 Irish dance schools 
from as far north as Cairns, to the south-east regions of 
Brisbane, the Gold Coast and beyond into northern New 
South Wales.

Almost 1000 dancers from Beginner through to 
Championship level lace up their Irish dance shoes every 
week to not only embrace an athletic art form, but also 
its rich culture.

AIDA Qld is a regional branch of the world’s longest 
running and elite Irish dancing organisation, An 
Coimisiun le Rince Gaelacha (CLRG), dedicated to 
promoting and preserving all elements of Irish dance 
through competition, examination and performance.

With 49 members, AIDA Qld is a volunteer, not-for-profit 
organisation comprised of qualified Irish dance teachers 
and adjudicators.

“All of our members have gone through a comprehensive 
and strict exam system and have passed the most 
stringent vetting processes” said AIDA Qld President 
Jennifer Devlin.

“And we all share an enormous passion for Irish dance.” 

Like others around the globe, AIDA Qld has been 
impacted by Covid-19. 

Classes went online, much-loved St Patrick’s day displays 
were cancelled along with the 2020 World Championships 
in Dublin. This saw a record number of Queensland 
dancers miss the chance to represent the region at what 
would have been the prestigious 50th Anniversary of the 
World Titles.

But, despite the cancellation of the World Titles and then 
the 2020 Australian Championships, Queensland’s great 
work in curtailing the virus saw AIDA Qld able to host a 
successful State Championships in Brisbane last October.

One thing that couldn’t be diminished by the global 
pandemic, was keen interest in Irish dancing as numbers 
continued to flourish, attracting dancers from as young 
as two years of age to adults to AIDA Qld’s ranks.

“2021 is shaping up to be a great year – our dancers are 
already back in class and back on the performance, exam 
and competition stage and we have welcomed many new 
dancers as well,” Mrs Devlin said. “And we are delighted 
to be enjoying St Patrick’s Day celebrations this year 
performing in many locations across the state.”

AIDA Qld is committed to promoting an environment 
where Irish dancers of all levels obtain the best 
tuition and training but also gain on-going support 
and encouragement whether they are learning for 
competition, fun, fitness and, more importantly, for 
friendship.
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THE QUEENSLAND GAELIC 
FOOTBALL AND HURLING 
ASSOCIATION JOURNEY

SEAMUS SULLIVAN

The history of Gaelic Games in Brisbane goes hand in hand with the history of the city 
itself. Records show that the first attempts to play Gaelic Games in Brisbane go as far 
back as 1859. Ten years after The Great Hunger, also known as the potato famine in 
Ireland, it was the very year that Queensland first became separated from New South 
Wales to become a colony in its own right.

From 1886 to 1928, there are reports of some games 
being successfully played.

A feature of the 1887 St Patrick’s celebrations was a 
hurling match between the Brisbane Hurling Club and a 
battery of the permanent defence forces. The unexpected 
opponents are explained by the annual report of the 
Commandant, which discloses that 21 of the 45 artillery 
members were Irish. The game was played at the Brisbane 
Exhibition Ground in Bowen Hills in very wet conditions, 
with Brisbane Hurling Club winning 3.2 to one goal.

Things picked in the 1960s when the plan to build a new 
sewerage network was launched by Brisbane City Council. 
This resulted in the arrival of many Irish contractors, most 
bringing their own crews, and many games were played on 
the field opposite St Vincent’s Orphanage in Nudgee. These 
games had a dual purpose, one was to raise funds for the 
orphanage which was run by Sisters of Mercy, the other was 
so that the lads could have a keg of beer to drink on a Sunday, 
as the pubs were not allowed to open on Sundays back then.  
There was also a magazine produced in the Irish community 
during those years called The Irish Rover. This sporting 
group provided a great service to the Irish workers at that 
time, and provided the orphanage with much-needed funds, 
as there was no Government funding back then.

In 1972 a new group of Irish migrants 
came to Brisbane, and from this, 
a regular game was organized 
each Sunday morning. In 1973, the 
group met at the Alliance Hotel in 
Spring Hill and officially formed the 
Brisbane GAA. It began with two 
teams and the occasional challenge 
game against New South Wales.

Application was then made to affiliate to the GAA of 
Australia and change the name to Queensland Gaelic 
Athletic Association. In 1975, a Queensland Gaelic 
Football team travelled to Perth in Western Australia 
for the first-ever All Australian Championships. In 
1977, Queensland hosted their first All Australian 
Championship at Coorparoo AFC.

In 1981, the Association secured a lease on grounds 
at Willawong from Brisbane City Council. The workload 
was really on the up at this stage, as we started to 
develop a playing field and building a toilet block and two 
dressing rooms.

In 1983, it was decided that the time had come to expand 
to four clubs (teams). The division of the clubs was 
determined on geographical basis. Thus four clubs were 
formed, Norths,

Souths, Easts and West. At this point, a non-Irish content 
was introduced, this proved to be a huge success with 
the standard of football and resultant competitions 
improving immensely. In 1986,  Sarsfield’s  Club was 
formed; this was followed in 1988 by the formation of 
John  Mitchel’s  Club. Harps was formed in 1992, and 
unfortunately, Norths folded around the same time.



19

Work started on building the clubhouse at Willawong in 
1989 and it was completed in 1990, almost entirely by 
volunteer  labour. The Association was so blessed with 
the volunteers who contributed their time to this project. 
Of the costs, $40k was contributed by the Australian 
Government of the day; however, the balance was 
raised through a Buy A Brick campaign, and community 
contributions via functions and other fundraisers.

1996 heralded the growth of the Association with the 
first ladies football team being formed, and travelling 
to Wellington, New Zealand in 1997 for the Australasia 
Championships. The success of ladies football over the 
next decade was a credit to everyone involved.

In 1997, we negotiated with Brisbane City Council to 
procure additional playing fields. Thanks to their support 
and help, we now have three fully standard playing 
fields, which has allowed the Association to host the 
Australasian Championship on seven occasions.

Over the last 10 - 15 years, we have continued to see 
changes that we weren’t prepared for.

With the devastating recession in Ireland as a result of 
the GFC and resulting flight of young Irish migrants to 
Australia, the influx of Irish players from 2008 onwards 
changed the dynamics of the Association. We were just 
not prepared to manage such huge numbers, and weren’t 
able to take advantage of so much talent in such a short 
time. Time has shown that this was a missed opportunity 
to expand.

Our grounds at Willawong were unfortunate to be hit 
by the 2011 floods, with 2.3 meters of water settling 
on the fields and clubhouse, and we were lucky that 
the clubhouse was a core-filled building so the walls 
were not damaged, but everything else was destroyed. 
Again with thanks to the community, we did finally 
recover, and fulfilled a full program that year, including 
a Family Festival Day, our regular playing season and the 
Australasian Championships. We won’t forget 2011 for a 
long time.

Having managed to get the clubhouse and playing fields back 
to operational status, we could not repair the dressing sheds. 
Thankfully, we secured a grant from GAA  Croke  Park and 
the Department of Foreign Affairs (Irish Embassy), which 
allowed us to remove all existing sheds and replace them 
with new buildings. We were very grateful for  Croke  Park 
and the Department of Foreign 
Affairs for their support, and we 
now have six dressing rooms, 
two new toilets and a separate 
referees’ area, each affiliated 
club now has its own designated 
room, making Willawong one of 
the best sporting complexes in 
Brisbane.

The clubhouse was purpose built as a community 
complex and it is suitable to host up to 200 people. We 
have hosted weddings, funerals, concerts, quiz nights, 
birthday parties etc, mostly run by other community 
groups. Unfortunately, we still don’t have air con, which 
is a problem in hot weather, however, we run around 10 
functions during the year, which helps offset our ongoing 
costs. The Club’s affiliation and its kitchen and bar (which 
the clubs manage on match days) is our only income, and 
we are very grateful to all our volunteers, as we have 
never had any financial support, apart from grants for 
property improvement, and we have never had any paid 
employees.

We would consider what we have to be a great 
achievement, as we head towards our 50th  year of 
looking after the many young Irish people who have been 
coming to Brisbane all through these years.
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See the 30th 
Anniversary 
Screening of the 
Commitments
The Commitments is a 1991 musical comedy-drama film 
based on the 1987 novel of the same name by Roddy 
Doyle. It was directed by Alan Parker from a screenplay 
written by Doyle, Dick Clement and Ian La Frenais. Set 
in the Northside of Dublin, the film tells the story of 
Jimmy Rabbitte (Robert Arkins), a young music fanatic 
who assembles a group of working-class youths to form 
a soul band named “The Commitments”. The film is 
the first in a series known as The Barrytown Trilogy, 
followed by The Snapper (1993) and The Van (1996).

The movie will be screened twice: Thursday  
11 March at 7:00 pm and Saturday 13 March at 2:00pm. 
Tickets are $18 ($14.00 for members of the Five Star 
Club) and can be purchased by visiting  
fivestarcinemas.com.au/the-elizabeth/

 
 

PROUD SPONSOR
BRISBANE IRISH FESTIVAL
A CATHOLIC SCHOOL IN THE EDMUND RICE 
TRADITION FOR BOYS FROM YEAR 5 TO YEAR 12 
www.stpatricks.qld.edu.au

MARCH

11
7:00pm

MARCH

13
2:00pm

Check out the recipe on
clonakiltyblackpudding.com.au

Try a little green, white & gold!
Try a little green, white & gold!

St Patrick’s day 
St Patrick’s day perfection!perfection!
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A YEAR LIKE NO OTHER
PATRICK FARRELLY

Yet another year has rolled past since last March, and the 
much-anticipated joys of celebrating our shared Irish 
Australian Culture during the Brisbane Irish Festival; 
but it has been a year like no other in all fairness, and 
none of you will need me to remind you of the fact. 
There was a palpable sense of disbelief within the 
community in general, when word filtered down that the 
St Patrick’s day parade, always the centre piece of the 
Irish Australian Cultural year in Brisbane & Queensland, 
had been cancelled due to the emerging threat of the 
pandemic. In the space of less than a week, we went 
from having a wonderful and very well attended night 
out at the Irish Festival Charity Ball in aid of the work 
we undertake at IASAQ, to the gloom of lockdowns and 
events being cancelled all over the country. There was a 
sense of surrealism to it all, one weekend we were having 
the best time ever dressed to the nines, and the following 
weekend, we could not find a roll of toilet paper or a 
packet of pasta anywhere on a supermarket shelf, not for 
love nor money!

If anything, we were all very quickly reminded just how 
much of modern life and its blessings we had perhaps 
taken for granted just a bit. Very quickly the sense of 
bemusement with it all, evolved into real concerns. 
The impact of local lockdowns and the closing of both 
internal and international borders was hard, sharp and 
severe and for many people and continue to be so. There 
is no doubt that compared to most other Nations around 
the World, Australia has done very well in containing the 
virus and limiting the tragic loss of lives. 

Even though the efforts to control the spread of the virus 
have been mostly a success, the collateral damage has 
been extensive. In the last year, we at the Irish Australian 
Support Association of Qld. have been doing our utmost 
to assist so many affected by it all. There were literally 
hundreds of Irish Citizens stranded in Queensland 
overnight when the international flights stopped. From 
young backpackers on working holiday visas through 
to elderly people who might have come to Australia for 
a cruise, to visit family or attend a wedding. All of these 
people suddenly needed assistance, help to get on the 
very few flights made available, and not all could afford 
the exorbitant prices being charged either; help to have 
a roof over their head for the night, help in securing 
medication or a doctor to prescribe same, as they were 
not planning to be here longer than a few days when they 
arrived, help with their visa status, help to keep food in 

their belly, help with simply being safe in a strange land 
far away from home.

During this period, we started an appeal and the response 
from the community was incredible. Both individuals 
and businesses answered the call, and this money in 
conjunction with additional emergency funding made 
available through the Irish Embassy in Canberra by the 
Irish Government; made a huge difference. It paid to keep 
people safe and fed and housed. It paid for many things 
that made a real difference to those to whom IASAQ 
provided assistance. Unsurprisingly, there was a marked 
increase in members of the community experiencing a 
mental health crisis of one form or another, and IASAQ 
was able to provide emergency professional counselling 
from the money raised, with an Irish Counsellor. This 
not only made a huge difference, having a familiar voice 
from home to talk to, it saved lives. There was also a 
massive increase in the incidents of Domestic Violence 
and victims came to us or to our attention, for help. This 
plague affected all socio-economic levels and all ages. 
Again, the association rose to the challenge and did the 
very best we could for every case. In large part the vitality 
and engagement of the board of IASAQ showed through 
in every challenge we faced as a team. The members of 
the board are a reflective cross section of the community 
they serve, most are hard working professionals or 
business owners in their own right and all are volunteers. 
They have brought a fresh and inclusive approach to 
everything, which is indicative of the fact the majority 
have only been involved with IASAQ for a few short years; 
which in turn, has allowed IASAQ to reach more people, 
in more places throughout the entire state and more 
effectively than ever before. 

I hope everyone will enjoy the program of events for this 
years festival, in spite of there being no parade and a 
reminder that IASAQ is here for everyone and supports 
and celebrates what makes you uniquely you.

Is Mise Le Meas,
 
Patrick Farrelly
Coordinator
 
Irish Australian Support  
Association of Qld Inc. 
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IRISH SYMBOLISM 
– THE HARP
Second only to the shamrock, the harp is one  
of the most recognised symbols of Ireland.

FIONA HODGES

Referred to as the Celtic harp, Gaelic harp or Cláirseach in Gaeilge, the emblem of the 
nation is found on flags, coats of arms, passports, currency and even the packaging of 
various forms of libation. 

What is the history behind this stringed instrument 
holding such significance for a people revered around 
the world for their rich traditions of music, literature and 
eloquence?

Like most things Irish, there is disagreement on how the 
harp found its way to the Emerald Isle. Similar wooden, 
stringed instruments existed across Europe and Asia 
as early as 3000 BCE. However, a millennium ago, the 
portable stringed instrument appears in the castles 
and courts of tribal Ireland. In these ancient times,the 
harpist were the counsellors of kings, and were given a 
chair of honor, titles and  wealth for their services.  They 
were given to the best harpers in Ireland.  Irish Bards and 
harpers of the sixteenth century were heir not only to an 
ancient tradition stretching back to pre-Christian Ireland, 
but one whose roots lie in the earliest Bronze Age.

In 1531 when Henry VIII assumed the position of King 
of Ireland, he declared the harp as the national symbol. 
With the decline of the Irish courts and kingdoms, and 
the enforcement of English traditions,  music of the harp 
grew more silent. Over the years, the instrument itself 
became a symbol of resistance to the Crown and due 
to its subversive power, it was eventually outlawed by 
England.

The Gaelic Revival of the 19th  Century sought to 
resurrect the shared heritage of the Irish people through 
the celebration of mythology, literature, language and 
music. The vibrations of harp strings were the heartbeat 
of this cultural resuscitation.

The golden harp adorns the green Confederacy of Ireland 
flag, which was an unofficial flag during the 18th  and 

19th Centuries as well as the Leinster Provincial flag. It 
is currently on the Ireland coat of arms and has appeared 
as such in various forms since the 13th century. 

Other modern representations include the official seal 
of the Taoiseach, the front side of Irish coins (including 
the current euro), and the cover of Irish passports. Irish 
businesses have embraced the golden instrument for 
years in their logo - Ryanair, Guinness, Harp Lager….and 
many more.

While the original owner of this 29-string harp made of 
oak and willow remains a mystery, its last owner, William 
Conyngham, donated it to Trinity in 1782.  It is one of only 
three harps surviving from medieval Ireland.   Modern 
Irish coins depict this version of the harp. 

It is often called ‘Brian Boru’s Harp’ even though it is 
estimated to have been created in the 15th  century, 
hundreds of years after Boru’s death.

Today the angelic 
sounds of this 
national emblem 
fill concert halls 
and Irish Festivals 
around the world. 



23

AN IRISH QUIZ
Q1  What original colour was associated with St Patrick?

Q2  What county is known as the “Orchard County”?

Q3  What Dublin pub is famed as “Ireland’s highest pub”?

Q4  Where in the world was St Patrick’s Day first celebrated?

Q5   Which Northern Ireland castle was the setting for Winterfell 
in HBO’s hit series, Game of Thrones®?

Q6   According to legend, what should you never do if you catch a 
Leprechaun?

Q7  What is the national symbol of Ireland?

Q8  What’s the name of the lead vocalist of the band The Corrs?

Q9   How many pints of Guinness are consumed worldwide on St. 
Patrick’s Day?

Q10  What was the real name of St Patrick?

Q11  What major rugby competition did Ireland win in 2018?

Q12  What is the oldest city in Ireland?

Q13   Can you guess why Irish soda bread loaves have a cross across 
the top?

Q14  In which county in Ireland was Marley & Me filmed?

Q15   What river in Ireland is said to have been home to the Salmon 
of Knowledge?

Q16  What nickname is given to the city of Galway?

Q17  What is January 6th traditionally known as in Ireland?

Q18   What famous novel involving a whale was adapted to film by 
director John Huston in County Cork in 1956?

Q19   In which of the Harry Potter films do the iconic Cliffs of Moher 
appear?

Q20  How many kilometres is Brisbane from Dublin? 

Answers on P29
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THE QUEENSLAND ROSE OF TRALEE
The Queensland Rose of Tralee is part of the International Rose of Tralee Festival 
which has been held in Co Kerry, Ireland for the past 60 years. Queensland has been 
participating and sending a Queensland Rose to the festival for over 30 years. It is an 
integral part of the local celebration of the Irish Diaspora in Queensland.

The core ethos of the International Rose of Tralee Festival 
is to maintain and celebrate the connectivity of the 
Irish global community. Young women representing 32 
Centres worldwide attend the Festival which runs for ten 
days every August in Tralee Co. Kerry.  At the culmination 
of the Festival the International Rose of Tralee is chosen 
and crowned live on Irish television. She is selected based 
on her personality and ability to be a true ambassador 
for the Festival and for Ireland during her travels around 
the world.  The Rose of Tralee is a celebration of the 
aspirations, ambitions, intellect, social responsibility 
and Irish heritage of modern young women.

Originally, only women from Tralee were eligible to 
take part in the Festival but in the early 1960s it was 
extended to include any women from Kerry, and in 1967 
it was further extended to include women of Irish birth 
or ancestry. The International Rose of Tralee Festival has 
been a part of modern Irish culture since interviews with 
the Roses from both Ireland and around the world were 
first televised on RTE in 1967. 

Back in 1988 a group of Brisbane locals decided it was 
time our sunshine state was represented at the Festival.  
A selection was organised and held at the Queensland 
Irish Association – Tara House. The first Brisbane Rose 
selected was Carmel Mulhern and so a proud tradition 
was established. Thirty remarkable young women have 
followed in Carmel’s footsteps.  They have all shared 
in the common experience of representing their home 
and ancestry in a totally unique celebration. Ask any 
Queensland Rose and she will tell you, those two weeks 
in Ireland in August gave her opportunities to reconnect 

with family, wonderful memories and beautiful 
friendships she will always treasure.

Twice in our history, our Queensland Rose has been 
selected as the International Rose of Tralee, an honour 
the Queensland Rose Centre is extremely proud of.  In 
2006 Kathryn Feeney was the first Queensland Rose to 
be crowned and in 2011 Tara Henry (nee Talbot) was the 
second to receive the privilege of representing the global 
Rose Community. Both women rose to the challenge, 
representing Irish women and culture internationally 
during their years and both have maintained strong 
ties with Tralee, the International Festival and the 
Queensland Irish Community.

The Queensland Rose of Tralee is an opportunity for 
the local Irish Community to celebrate together.  It is an 
opportunity for young women to celebrate their heritage 
together and to put their best foot forward in front of 
their family, friends and community.  For many Rose 
Entrants it is an experience which helps them grow, 
learn more about themselves, make lasting friendships 
and have an absolutely fantastic time. 

At the centre of the Rose of Tralee is the common bond 
of the Irish Culture and our need to celebrate our origins.  
We have a strong Queensland Rose Community who are 
always eager to welcome new Rose Entrants and their 
families. We look forward to when we can select our next 
Queensland Rose. For more information please contact 
the Queensland Rose Centre at qldroseoftralee@gmail.
com or visit our Facebook page – Queensland Rose of 
Tralee.
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Home of the Irish
Saint 

Patrick’s Day
gathering

Wednesday 17th March  
1:00pm till late 
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IRISH BROWN SODA BREAD RECIPE
LIZZY PENDER

One of the most missed foods from the Emerald Isle for 
us expats  has  to be a good ole loaf of Irish  brown bread 
slathered with Kerrygold butter or Ballymaloe relish & some 
cheddar!  Drool!! (btw,  recipe for a good Irish  style  relish 
coming to my website soon...so go follow me!)

We all have a nana or aunty (called Mary  probably)    that   
bakes the best loaf  that we miss  so much!   I have spent 
quite a while  working with Aussie ingredients to get 
that  perfect  wholesome loaf  that’s super easy to make!  I 
use a stoneground  wholegrain plain  flour  because  the 
normal  wholemeal  flour here that you get is not  the 
same  as the  one  we have back home.    You will get the 
stoneground flour in most good  health food  shops like 
Flannery’s or you could use the regular supermarket 
bought flour, but your results just won’t be as good.

Not only is this bread super  easy  to make, it is super 
healthy! I bake it often for my  aussie  friends as a 
health loaf as it’s so full of fibre and is also yeast free. It’s 
also the perfect hangover food if you’ve had a few drinks 
the night before. Trust the Irish to come up with the best 
hangover cures!

So how did the Irish come to make this amazing bread? 
In the mid 1700’s wheat was a cheap source of food but 
because the Irish wheat is a ‘soft’ wheat’, it does not work 
well with yeast. But once  refined, baking soda became 
available in  Ireland  and they found  the perfect way to 
bake what we now know today as Irish brown soda bread!

Right, let’s get baking!!

INGREDIENTS FOR ONE LOAF
200g Stoneground Wholegrain Wheat Flour
100g White Bread Flour
75g Rolled Oats
75g Wheat Bran
40g Brown Sugar
10g Salt
10g Baking Soda
60g Vegetable Oil
500g Buttermilk
1 Loaf tin (I use Kmarts super heavy gauge loaf pan)

1. Preheat oven to 180 degrees celsius.
2. Mix all dry ingredients in a bowl.
3. Make a well and pour in your oil & buttermilk.
4.  Mix well. Your mix will be a bit like a thick wet 

porridge.
5.  Grease your tins, I normally use spray oil 

to give the tin a good grease.
6. Pour your mixture into the loaf tin and smooth out.
7. Sprinkle with rolled oats
8. Bake for 1 hour.
9.  Leave to cool on a wire rack.
 
I usually bake 2 loaves at once and them slice and freeze 
it so I can just pull it out and pop it in the toaster when I 
need some!

Enjoy and hope you all have a wonderful St Patrick’s Day!
Love Lizzy 💚

Follow me for lots more easy tasty recipes!
A Recipe for Success
Instagram Facebook
www.arecipe4success.com
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HITCHING FOR HOPE – A 
JOURNEY INTO THE HEART 
AND SOUL OF IRELAND

RUAIRÍ MCKIERNAN

This book is a perfect antidote for the despair many may feel 
today. In a world where the news is dominated by sad stories, 
it is a story about hope. And yet it’s a book that evolves from 
struggles.

It has its genesis in the late 1980s, when Ruairí was bullied as a 12 year old in County 
Cavan. Travelling on the school bus one day, he was unable to get off his seat when the bus 
got to his stop because kids had tied his coat to the back of it. Humiliated, he decided he 
would never catch the bus again. He got his mum to drive him to school every day and told 
her he’d arranged lifts home. But he hadn’t: he would hitchhike to get home. Throughout 
his teens and twenties, he hitchhiked to everything: football matches, festivals, visiting 
friends. He says it taught him to connect with people, to listen, and to think about his 
place in the world.

Fast forward to 2012 and he had become burned out. Despite many successful ventures, 
he was feeling like a failure until getting call from the President of Ireland, Michael D 
Higgins, inviting him to join the Council of State, a constitutional advisory body. It was a 
huge honour, and gave him renewed confidence.

In his new position, he was invited to talk to people about citizens’ 
views for the future. But how could he know what their views were? He 
decided to embark on a listening tour of Ireland, a personal pilgrimage 
to find out what they thought. And since he had no car, he decided he 
would get around the country by hitchhiking.

With no plan of where he was going or if anyone would even give him a 
lift, he hit the road – thumb extended. Immediately, he felt liberated. 
He found kindness he had forgotten existed. The people who let him 
in their car opened up. They had stories of anger, sadness and losing 
hope, of having suffered real hardship. But despite this, they were still 
fighting for a better future. They wanted hope, and to step back from 
the busyness of life. 

Hitching for Hope is filled with stories from the real people Ruairí met, 
and their ideas for a better world. And although these conversations 
occurred almost 8 years ago, they are wholly relevant for today.

Ruairí’s book is available as a paperback, ebook and audiobook. 
www.ruairimckiernan.com/hitchingforhope.html
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P23 Quiz answers
A1 Blue, A2 County Armagh, A3 Johnnie Fox’s Pub, A4 Boston, Massachusetts, A5 Castle Ward, County Down, A6 Take 
your eyes off him, A7 The Harp, A8 Andrea Corr, A9 13 Million, A10 Maewyn Succat, A11 Six Nations, A12 Waterford, 
A13 To let the fairies out, A14 Co. Galway, A15 River Boyne, A16 The City of Tribes, A17 Nollaig na mBan – Women’s 
Christmas, A18 Moby Dick, A19 Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince, A20 16,662 km

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors. They do not purport to reflect the 
opinions or views of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade Association or its members. 



The St. Patrick’s Day Parade Association acknowledges the Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples of this nation, and we acknowledge the traditional owners of the lands on which we live.  


